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1
INTERCONNECT STRUCTURE FOR
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICES

BACKGROUND

In integrated circuit art, a commonly used method for
forming interconnect structures, which include metal lines
and vias, is known as “damascene.” Generally, this method
involves forming an opening in a dielectric layer, which
separates the vertically spaced metallization layers. The
opening is typically formed using lithographic and etching
techniques. After the formation, the opening is filled with
copper or copper alloys. Excess copper on the surface of the
dielectric layer is then removed by a chemical mechanical
polish (CMP). The remaining copper or copper alloy forms
vias and/or metal lines.

Copper is commonly used in damascene structures
because of its low resistivity. Typically, an interconnect
structure is formed of a plurality of metallization layers,
each including a plurality of copper lines. Copper lines in
different metallization layers are interconnected by vias.
While copper is generally preferred due to its electrical
characteristics, other materials may be used.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to
the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1-4 illustrate various intermediate stages in a
manufacture of a semiconductor device in accordance with
an embodiment; and

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a method of forming a
semiconductor device in accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The making and using of the disclosed embodiments are
discussed in detail below. It should be appreciated, however,
that the present invention provides many applicable inven-
tive concepts that can be embodied in a wide variety of
specific contexts. The specific embodiments discussed are
merely illustrative of specific ways to make and use the
invention, and do not limit the scope of the invention.

Methods for forming metal features in metallization lay-
ers of integrated circuits are provided. The intermediate
stages of manufacturing embodiments of the present inven-
tion are illustrated. Throughout various views and illustra-
tive embodiments of the present invention, like reference
numbers are used to designate like elements.

FIGS. 1-4 illustrate various intermediate stages of a
method of forming a semiconductor device in accordance
with an embodiment. Referring first to FIG. 1, wafer 100
having a first dielectric layer 102 formed thereon is shown.
The wafer 100 may include a substrate (not explicitly
shown) underlying the first dielectric layer 102, and may
comprise, for example, bulk silicon, doped or undoped, or an
active layer of a semiconductor-on-insulator (SOI) substrate.
Generally, an SOI substrate comprises a layer of a semicon-
ductor material, such as silicon, formed on an insulator layer.
The insulator layer may be, for example, a buried oxide
(BOX) layer or a silicon oxide layer. The insulator layer is
provided on a substrate, typically a silicon or glass substrate.
Other substrates, such as a multi-layered or gradient sub-
strate may also be used.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

In an embodiment, electrical circuitry is formed on the
substrate and may be any type of circuitry suitable for a
particular application. In an embodiment, the electrical
circuitry includes electrical devices formed on the substrate
with one or more dielectric layers overlying the electrical
devices. Metal layers may be formed between overlying
dielectric layers, such as those discussed herein, to route
electrical signals between the electrical devices. Electrical
devices may also be formed in one or more dielectric layers.

For example, the electrical circuitry may include various
N-type metal-oxide semiconductor (NMOS) and/or P-type
metal-oxide semiconductor (PMOS) devices, such as tran-
sistors, capacitors, resistors, diodes, photo-diodes, fuses, and
the like, interconnected to perform one or more functions.
The functions may include memory structures, processing
structures, sensors, amplifiers, power distribution, input/
output circuitry, or the like. One of ordinary skill in the art
will appreciate that the above examples are provided for
illustrative purposes only to further explain applications of
some illustrative embodiments and are not meant to limit the
disclosure in any manner. Other circuitry may be used as
appropriate for a given application.

The first dielectric layer 102 may be formed, for example,
of' a low-K dielectric material (materials having a dielectric
constant lower than silicon dioxide), such as silicon oxyni-
tride, phosphosilicate glass (PSG), borophosphosilicate
glass (BPSG), fluorinated silicate glass (FSG), SiO,C,,
Spin-On-Glass, Spin-On-Polymers, silicon carbon material,
compounds thereof, composites thereof, combinations
thereof, or the like, by any suitable method, such as spin-
ning, chemical vapor deposition (CVD), and plasma-en-
hanced CVD (PECVD). Other materials, such as ultra low-k
materials (e.g., having a dielectric constant less than about
2.9), such as k=2.5-2.6, may also be used. These materials
and processes are provided as examples and other materials
and processes may be used.

Also shown in FIG. 1 are conductive elements 104 formed
in the first dielectric layer 102. The conductive elements 104
may be formed by, for example, creating openings in the first
dielectric layer 102 using photolithography techniques. Gen-
erally, photolithography techniques involve applying a pho-
toresist material (not shown) and exposing the photoresist
material in accordance with a desired pattern. The photore-
sist material is then developed to remove a portion of the
photoresist material, thereby exposing the underlying mate-
rial in accordance with the desired pattern. The remaining
photoresist material protects the underlying material from
subsequent processing steps, such as etching, performed to
form the openings in which the conductive elements 104 are
to be formed in the first dielectric layer 102. The etching
process may be a wet or dry, anisotropic or isotropic, etch
process, such as an anisotropic dry etch process. After the
opening is formed in the first dielectric layer 102, a con-
ductive material may be deposited to fill the openings. The
conductive elements 104 may comprise metals, elemental
metals, transition metals, or the like, such as a copper
interconnect. Furthermore, the conductive elements 104
may include one or more barrier/adhesion layers.

Optionally, over the first dielectric layer 102 and the
conductive elements 104 is an etch stop layer (ESL) 106 in
accordance with an embodiment. Generally, the etch stop
layers provide a mechanism to stop an etching process when
forming vias and/or contacts. The etch stop layers are
formed of a dielectric material having a different etch
selectivity from adjacent layers, e.g., the underlying first
dielectric layer 102 or substrate. In an embodiment, etch
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stop layers may be formed of SiN, SiCN, SiCO, CN,
combinations thereof, or the like, deposited by CVD or
PECVD techniques.

Over the ESL 106 is a second dielectric layer 108 in
accordance with an embodiment. As discussed in greater
detail below, the second dielectric layer 108 is the layer that
is to be subsequently patterned to, for example, form con-
ductive lines and/or vias. For example, the second dielectric
layer 108 may be patterned to form vias extending to the
conductive elements 104 and to form conductive lines to
interconnect various electrical elements.

The second dielectric layer 108 may be formed of similar
materials using similar processes as those used to form the
first dielectric layer 102; however, different materials and
processes may be used. Additionally, the first dielectric layer
102 may be formed of the same or different material as that
used to form the second dielectric layer 108.

It should be noted that the first dielectric layer 102 and the
conductive elements 104 are shown for illustrative purposes.
In other embodiments, the first dielectric layer 102 may be
replaced with a semiconductor substrate, with or without the
ESL 106. For example, in another embodiment, the second
dielectric layer 108 (the layer to be patterned) is an inter-
layer dielectric layer formed over a substrate having elec-
trical devices formed thereon. In this embodiment, the
optional ESL, 106 may be, for example, a silicon nitride
contact etch stop layer/stress layer formed over transistors
formed on the substrate. The second dielectric layer 108 is
subsequently patterned to form contacts to the electrical
devices, such as a source or drain contact to a transistor.

In an embodiment, a process is performed on the exposed
surface of the second dielectric layer 108 to create a hydro-
phobic surface, or reduce the hydrophlicity of the surface.
FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment in which a high density
monolayer 109 is formed over the second dielectric layer
108. The high density monolayer 109 may be formed using,
for example, hexamethyldisilazane (HMDS), trimethylsily-
diethylamine (TMSDEA) or trimethylsilylacetate (OT-
MSA). The high density monolayer 109 exhibits a higher
density than a density of the underlying second dielectric
layer 108. Generally, low-k dielectric materials have a
density of about 0.9 g/cm> to about 1.4 g/cm®. For example,
if the second dielectric layer 108 is formed of a material
having a density of about 1.0 g/cm?, then the high density
monolayer 109 has a density greater than 1.0 g/cm®.

In an embodiment, the second dielectric layer 108 may be
treated with HMDS by placing the wafer in a process
chamber and exposing the second dielectric layer 108 to an
HMDS vapor at a temperature of 90° C. or greater (e.g.,
from about 90° C. to about 180° C.) and process about from
about 20 minutes to about 40 minutes, such as about 30
minutes. The HMDS vapor may be pure HMDS or HMDS
diluted with toluene, benzene, or the like to obtain about 5%
to about 10% concentration of HMDS at a partial pressure
of about 10 mm Hg to about 30 mm Hg. The process
chamber may further have a low concentration of O,, such
as a partial pressure of about 1 mtorr. After immersing in the
TMSDEA solution, a cleaning procedure, such as deionized
water rinse, isopropyl alcohol (IPA) rinse, an acetone rinse,
and/or the like, may also be performed to remove non-
reacted portions.

In another embodiment, the second dielectric layer 108 is
treated with TMSDEA by immersing the wafer in a bath of
a diluted TMSDEA solution at a temperature of 90° C. or
greater (e.g., from about 90° C. to about 180° C.) and
process about from about 20 minutes to about 40 minutes,
such as about 30 minutes. The process chamber may further
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have a low concentration of O,, such as a partial pressure of
about 1 mtorr. After immersing in the TMSDEA solution, a
cleaning procedure, such as deionized water rinse, isopropyl
alcohol (IPA) rinse, an acetone rinse, and/or the like, may
also be performed to remove non-reacted portions.

In yet another embodiment in which the second dielectric
layer is treated with OTMSA by immersing the wafer in a
bath of a diluted OTMSA solution at a temperature of 90° C.
or (e.g., from about 90° C. to about 180° C.) and process
about from about 20 minutes to about 40 minutes, such as
about 30 minutes. The process chamber may further have a
low concentration of O,, such as a partial pressure of about
1 mtorr. After immersing in the OTMSA solution, a cleaning
procedure, such as deionized water rinse, isopropyl alcohol
(IPA) rinse, an acetone rinse, and/or the like, may also be
performed to remove non-reacted portions.

In embodiments such as these, the terminating OH groups
are replaced with Si(CHj;); groups, thereby creating a high
density monolayer. A subsequent CMP process will fre-
quently result in Cu2+/Cu+ residue on the surface of the
underlying layer, causing time dependent dielectric break-
down (TDDB) and breakdown voltage (VBD) issues. This is
particularly a problem at the smaller technology nodes, such
as those at 20 nm and lower where the distances between
interconnects, e.g., the interconnect pitch size, shrinks.

FIG. 1 further illustrates a patterned mask 110 to be used
in a subsequent etching process. In an embodiment, the
patterned mask 110 comprises a photoresist material that has
been deposited over the second dielectric layer 108. Once
the photoresist material has been deposited, exposed, and
developed to expose a surface of the underlying layer as
illustrated in FIG. 1.

A hardmask layer 112 may be used to aid in the subse-
quent etching process. Generally, the hardmask layer 112 is
formed of a material exhibiting a low etch rate as compared
to the underlying material to be etched. For example, if the
second dielectric layer 108 that is to be patterned is formed
of'a silicon oxide, the hardmask layer 112 may be formed of,
for example, a silicon nitride. In this situation, the silicon
nitride of the hardmask layer 112 will have a lower etch rate
than the silicon oxide of the second dielectric layer 108,
thereby allowing the hardmask layer 112 to act as a mask for
the etching of the second dielectric layer 108. It should also
be noted that the hardmask layer 112 may comprise a
plurality of layers. The hardmask layer 112 has a thickness
sufficient to provide protection during the etch process based
upon the materials and etchants. In an embodiment, the
hardmask layer 112 is formed to a thickness of between
about 200 A and about 600 A.

Optionally, a anti-reflective coating (ARC) layer 114 may
be formed over the high density layer 109 to aid in a
subsequent photolithographic process to pattern an overly-
ing layer, such as the patterned mask 110. The ARC layer
114 prevents radiation in a subsequent photolithographic
process to reflect off layers below and interfere with the
exposure process. Such interference can increase the critical
dimension of the photolithography process. The ARC layer
114 may comprise SiON, a polymer, the like, or a combi-
nation thereof and may be formed by CVD, a spin-on
process, the like, or a combination thereof. The ARC layer
114 has a thickness sufficient to provide sufficient antire-
flective qualities based upon the materials and the wave-
length. In an embodiment, the ARC layer 114 is formed to
a thickness of between about 200 A and about 1000 A.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown the wafer 100
after one or more patterning steps to pattern the second
dielectric layer 108 in accordance with an embodiment. The
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pattern of the patterned mask 110 (see FIG. 1) is transferred
to the underlying layers. The pattern illustrated herein is
provided for illustrative purposes only. The patterning may
include formation of lines, vias, lines and vias, or other
features, and may include dual damascene patterning tech-
niques such as via-first patterning and/or trench-first pat-
terning. Techniques described herein may also be used with
double patterning techniques. Some patterning techniques,
such as the dual damascene and double patterning tech-
niques, utilize multiple photoresist layers.

By way of example, FIG. 2 illustrates trench openings 230
and via openings 232 formed in the second dielectric layer
108. In subsequent processing the trench openings 230 and
the via openings 232 will be filled with a conductive
material. The shallower trench openings 230 will form
conductive lines and the via openings 232 will form con-
ductive vias to interconnect metallization layers.

As a result of the etching steps, part of or the entirety of
the patterned mask 110 and/or hardmask layer 112 and/or
ARC layer 114 (see FIG. 1) may be consumed. FIG. 2
illustrates an embodiment in which a portion of the hard-
mask layer 112 remains. Optionally, remaining portions of
the patterned mask 110 and/or the hardmask layer 112 may
be removed.

FIG. 3 illustrates the filling of the trench openings 230 and
the via openings 232 (see FIG. 2) with a conductive material
330 in accordance with an embodiment. The conductive
material 330 may be deposited by CVD, electro-plating,
electroless-plating, ALD, PVD, and may be formed of
copper, although other suitable materials such as aluminum,
tungsten, tungsten nitride, rhuthenium, silver, gold, rho-
dium, molybdenum, nickel, cobalt, cadmium, zinc, alloys of
these, combinations thereof, and the like, may alternatively
be utilized. The conductive material 330 may be deposited
into the trench openings 230 and the via openings 232 and
the deposition may be continued until the conductive mate-
rial 330 fills the trench openings 230 and the via openings
232 and extends above the hardmask layer 112 (if present).

Optionally, one or more barrier/adhesion layers (not
shown) may be formed along the sidewalls of the trench
openings 230 and the via openings 232 prior to forming the
conductive material 330. In embodiments, such as those
using a copper conductive material, a barrier layer may be
desirable to limit diffusion of the copper into the surrounding
dielectric materials. In an embodiment, the barrier layer may
be formed of one or more layers of titanium nitride, titanium,
tantalum, tantalum nitride, tungsten nitride, ruthenium, rho-
dium, platinum, other noble metals, other refractory metals,
their nitrides, combinations of these, or the like. The barrier
layer may be formed through chemical vapor deposition,
although other techniques such as PVD or ALD could
alternatively be used.

FIG. 4 illustrates removal of excess portions of the
conductive material 330 in accordance with an embodiment.
In an embodiment, the excess conductive material 330 (and
any optional barrier/adhesive layers) formed over the hard-
mask layer 112 is removed using a planarization process,
such as a chemical mechanical polishing process (CMP).
Remaining portions of the ARC layer 114 may also be
removed during this planarization process.

Thereafter, additional processes may be performed to
complete fabrication. For example, FIG. 4 illustrates another
dielectric layer 420 formed over the high density monolayer
109. The dielectric layer 420 may be, for example, an etch
stop layer for a subsequent etch process, a dielectric layer for
an overlying metallization layer, a passivation layer, or the
like.
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As discussed above, the high density monolayer 109
renders the surface of the second dielectric layer 108 hydro-
phobic, and the hydrophobic properties reduce or eliminate
Cu2+/Cu+ residue on the surface of the underlying layer of
the second dielectric layer 108. As a result the issues related
to TDDB and VBD may be reduced, particularly in smaller
technology nodes, such as those at 20 nm and lower.

FIG. 5 illustrates steps of a method for forming an
interconnect in accordance with an embodiment. The
method begins in step 502, wherein a substrate is provided
having a dielectric layer to be patterned formed thereon. For
example, the layer to be patterned may be a dielectric layer
such as that used for the metallization layers of a semicon-
ductor device. In step 504, a surface of the dielectric layer
is treated to cause the dielectric layer to be hydrophobic, or
less hydrophilic. The treatment may comprise forming a
high density monolayer such as that described above with
reference to FIG. 1.

Next, in step 506, the dielectric layer is patterned by, for
example, using photolithography techniques, thereby creat-
ing openings in the dielectric layer, as discussed above with
reference to FIG. 2. The patterning may include forming an
ARC layer and a hardmask layer as described above with
reference to FIG. 1. Once patterned, openings are filled with
a conductive material, as indicated in step 508 and as
discussed above with reference to FIG. 3.

In step 510, excess conductive material may be removed
as described above with reference to FIG. 4.

In an embodiment, a method of forming an integrated
circuit structure is provided. The method includes providing
a substrate having a dielectric layer. A surface of the
dielectric layer is treated to form a higher density layer. The
dielectric layer is patterned to form openings, which are
filled with a conductive material.

In another embodiment, another method of forming an
integrated circuit structure is provided. The method includes
providing a substrate having a dielectric layer and forming
a high density monolayer over the dielectric layer. The
dielectric layer and the high density monolayer are patterned
to form one or more openings, which are filled with a
conductive material. Excess conductive material is removed
from the surface of the high density monolayer.

In yet another embodiment, an integrated circuit structure
is provided. The structure includes a substrate having a
dielectric layer formed thereon and a high density mono-
layer over the dielectric layer.

Although the present invention and its advantages have
been described in detail, it should be understood that various
changes, substitutions and alterations can be made herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention
as defined by the appended claims. Moreover, the scope of
the present application is not intended to be limited to the
particular embodiments of the process, machine, manufac-
ture, and composition of matter, means, methods and steps
described in the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the
art will readily appreciate from the disclosure of the present
invention, processes, machines, manufacture, compositions
of matter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing or
later to be developed, that perform substantially the same
function or achieve substantially the same result as the
corresponding embodiments described herein may be uti-
lized according to the present invention. Accordingly, the
appended claims are intended to include within their scope
such processes, machines, manufacture, compositions of
matter, means, methods, or steps.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method of forming an integrated circuit structure, the
method comprising:

providing a substrate having a dielectric layer formed

thereon, the dielectric layer comprising a single dielec-
tric material;

treating a surface of the dielectric layer to form a high

density layer along the surface of the dielectric layer
having a higher density than the dielectric layer;

after treating the surface, patterning the dielectric layer

and the high density layer to form openings; and
forming a conductive material in the openings in the
dielectric layer.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the treating the surface
creates a high density monolayer over the dielectric layer.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the treating the surface
comprises treating the surface of the dielectric layer with
hexamethyldisilazane (HMDS).

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the treating with
HMDS comprises treating with an HMDS vapor.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the treating the surface
comprises treating the surface of the dielectric layer with
trimethylsilydiethylamine (TMSDEA).

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the treating with
TMSDEA comprises immersing the dielectric layer in a
diluted TMSDEA solution.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the treating the surface
comprises treating the surface of the dielectric layer with
trimethylsilylacetate (OTMSA).

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the treating with
OTMSA comprises immersing the dielectric layer in a
diluted OTMSA solution.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising removing
excess conductive material from the surface of the dielectric
layer using a chemical mechanical polishing (CMP) process.

10. A method of forming an integrated circuit structure,
the method comprising:

providing a substrate having a dielectric layer formed

thereon;

forming a high density monolayer over the dielectric

layer, the high density monolayer having a higher
density than the dielectric layer;

after forming the high density monolayer, patterning the

dielectric layer and the high density monolayer to form
one or more openings;

filling the openings with a conductive material, the con-

ductive material extending over an upper surface of the
high density monolayer; and
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removing at least a portion of the conductive material
extending over the upper surface of the high density
monolayer.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the forming the high
density monolayer comprises treating a surface of the dielec-
tric layer with hexamethyldisilazane (HMDS).

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the forming the high
density monolayer comprises treating a surface of the dielec-
tric layer with trimethylsilydiethylamine (TMSDEA).

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the forming the high
density monolayer comprises treating a surface of the dielec-
tric layer with trimethylsilylacetate (OTMSA).

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the high density
monolayer comprises Si(CH;)s.

15. A method of forming an integrated circuit structure,
the method comprising:

providing a substrate having a dielectric layer formed

thereon;

treating a surface of the dielectric layer to form a treated

surface, the treating replacing terminating OH groups
with a new chemical group;

after treating the surface of the dielectric layer, patterning

the dielectric layer and the treated surface to form one
or more openings; and

filling the openings with a conductive material, wherein

the treated surface is exposed after the filling.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the filling com-
prises:

filling the openings with the conductive material such that

the conductive material extends between the openings;
and

performing chemical-mechanical polishing (CMP) to

remove excess portions of the conductive material, the
CMP exposing the treated surface.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the treating the
surface comprises treating the surface of the dielectric layer
with hexamethyldisilazane (HMDS).

18. The method of claim 17, wherein treating the surface
of the dielectric layer with HMDS comprises treating the
surface of the dielectric layer with HMDS vapor.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein the treating the
surface comprises treating the surface of the dielectric layer
with trimethylsilydiethylamine (TMSDEA).

20. The method of claim 15, wherein the treating the
surface comprises treating the surface of the dielectric layer
with trimethylsilylacetate (OTMSA).
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